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Save the Date 

Saturday, March 19th! 
 

     This year’s annual conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 19th.  The event is 

scheduled to be held at RIT Campus, Bamboo Room.  Registration will start at 

8:00AM, with a keynote speaker from 8:30-9:00.  There will be 2 sessions running 

simultaneously, with starting times of 9:00, 10:00 and 11:00.    A couple of the topics 

to be addressed include using visual aids to increase learning and US Citizenship in-

formation.   If you have a topic that you would like to see presented, please let me 

know at mwoodhams@literacyrochester.org    More information will be forthcoming 

as the date gets closer.  

2016 Holiday Closings Schedule 
 

January 1st-New Year’s Day 
January 18th-MLK Day  

 March 25th-Good Friday 
   May 30th-Memorial Day 

   July 1st and July 4th 
      September 5th- Labor Day 
       November 24th and 25th-

Thanksgiving 
       December 23rd and 26th-Christmas 
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http://americanenglish.state.gov/materials-learning-english - US State Department de-

veloped on-line resource for English language learners and instructors. 
The link provided opens to a page which has a variety of options from which to choose. As you can 
see in the screen shot, there is even an option for adult learners.   The page also allows one to 
search by skill area, content delivery mode and by theme.  This is a good resource for students who 
have limited exposure to English speaking situations, and for general practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Another free on-line resource is http://learningenglish.voanews.com/ The stated audience is 
English Language Learners but there are very effective tools for native English speakers also.  The 
news articles are not only in print, but there is an audio recording of each story.  There are vocabu-
lary words presented for each story.  There are a wide variety of topics covered, including back-
ground information on academic subjects such as history and science. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Ideas and resources 
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Spelling: Wun tuff thing two due 
 

English can be a perplexing and challenging language, especially when it comes to spelling. Many of 
our native English speaking students state that their biggest challenge is spelling, and as you can see 
by the way I spelled the title of this article, the sounds of English can be represented by various let-
ters and in various patterns. So how do we help our students develop the skills to become a better 
speller? 
 

The traditional method of spelling instruction usually entails a list of  random words that the student 
is instructed to memorize. A new approach to teaching spelling skills is called "Word Study".   It is an 
alternative to traditional spelling instruction and is based on learning word patterns rather than 
memorizing unconnected words. 
 

What is word study? 

Word study provides students with opportunities to investigate and understand the patterns in 
words. Knowledge of these patterns means that students needn't learn to spell one word at a time. 
 

Take, for example, the difference between "hard c" (as in cat) and "soft c" (as in cell). After collecting 
many words containing the letter "c," students discover that "c" is usually hard when followed by 
consonants (as in clue and crayon) and the vowels "a," "o," and "u" (as in cat, cot, and cut). In con-
trast, "c" is usually soft when followed by "i", "e," and "y" (as in circus, celery, and cycle). 
 

Of course, for every rule there are exceptions that threaten the rule. Students learn, though, that 
spelling patterns exist and that these patterns help to explain how to spell, read, and write words. 
 

Teaching strategies 

In word study, teachers encourage students to compare and contrast features in words. One common 
method for doing so is by having students sort words. When sorting, students use their word 
knowledge to separate examples that go together from those that don't. 

In addition to sorting, students may hunt for words in their reading and writing that fit the pattern 
being studied, may construct a word wall illustrating examples of the different patterns studied, may 
keep a word study notebook to record the known patterns and their new understandings about 
words, or may play games and activities to apply their word knowledge (Bear et al., 2000). 

A cycle of instruction for word study might include the following: 

 introduce the spelling pattern by choosing words for students to sort 

 encourage students to discover the pattern in their reading and writing 

 use reinforcement activities to help students relate this pattern to previously acquired word 
knowledge 

 

Teachers then test students' pattern knowledge rather than their ability to memorize single words. 
For example, a teacher might have students work with twenty words during a word study cycle and 
then randomly test students on ten of those words. For students studying the -at family, a teacher 
might include the word "vat" on the spelling test even though it wasn't on the initial spelling list – 
this allows the teacher to see if students are able to transfer their knowledge of the "at" chunk to a 
new word they haven't seen before. 
 

Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I 
learn.” -Benjamin Franklin 
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 Visual Aids help support learning 

What aids do you use to help your student learn and/or retain information?  Below are a few of the 

visual aids used by our Skill Building Class instructor David Fronczak.  These are intended to help 

the class participants think about what good readers do.    

I’d like to hear about the visual aids you use.  Send me a picture and I’ll be sure to use them next edi-

tion of Tutor-In-Touch. 

Like us on Facebook at 

www.Facebook.com 

       

Follow us on Twitter at LiteracyVolunteers@LVofRochester  

Help Needed 
 

Are you looking for a new challenge, or have some extra time and would like to get more involved 
with LVR? Here’s your chance!! 
 

Below is a list of the positions for which we’re currently looking for volunteers. 
 

Outreach callers:  Contact active tutors from list provided to verify information and offer support.  
Can be done from the comfort of your couch. 
 

Intake/Assessment Specialist  Deliver overview of program to incoming students, complete reg-
istration forms and administer formal assessments. Attendance of certification training necessary.  
Schedule is VERY flexible and volunteer driven. 

   
Call 473-3030 if interested. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Facebook.svg

