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Mehretu was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 1970.  Her father is Ethiopian and her mother is Jewish American. In 1977 her family decided to flee the country to escape the political uncertainty in Ethiopia. They moved to East Lansing, Michigan where her father began a teaching position at Michigan State University. Conversion at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2022

	She attended Kalamazoo College in Michigan and received a Bachelor of Arts degree.  Then, she attended the Rhode Island School of Design at Providence in Rhode Island and received a Master of Fine Arts degree. She was then chosen for the CORE program at the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston. This is a residency that provided a studio, a stipend, and an exhibition at the museum. 
	Mehretu has worked with many different styles of art including painting, print making and drawing. Her artwork is inspired by politics, literature, and music. Her drawings are similar to her paintings, with many layers forming complex images. 
	Mehretu’s artwork Mogamma: A Painting in Four Parts (2012) reflects the ‘Al-Mogamma’ the all-purpose government building in Tahrir Square, Cairo. The word ‘Mogamma’ means ‘collective’ in Arabic and historically, has been used to refer to a place that shares a mosque or a synagogue and is a place of multi faith. 
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Description automatically generated]In 2015, Mehretu received the US Department of State Medal of Arts from Secretary of State, John Kerry. In 2020, Time magazine included Mehretu in its list of the 100 most influential people. Most recently her paintings have included photographic images from broadcast media which depict conflict and injustice.
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