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As a young girl, Malala Yousafzai had a peaceful life growing up in Swat Valley of Pakistan. That all changed in 2007 when a group called the Taliban took over the region. The Taliban changed the laws and told girls they were no longer allowed to attend school.  Malala had dreams of one day becoming a doctor, a teacher, or a politician. She knew that education could secure her future, and she wasn’t about to let anyone take that right away from her. 
	When Malala was eleven, she spoke out about this injustice for the first time in public. A year later, with her father’s support, she began writing a blog called Diary of a Pakistani Schoolgirl for the BBC, an international news organization. People around the world began paying attention to her story. 
	Once the Pakistani government regained control of the region, Malala was finally allowed to go back to school-but the Taliban were still causing problems. They threatened to kill Malala if she didn’t stop opposing them. One day, members of the Taliban boarded Malala’s school bus and shot her in the head. Malala survived, miraculously, and moved to England to have multiple surgeries. Six months later, she began attending school there. Getting shot only made Malala more passionate about her cause. She gave a speech in front of the United Nations about the need for girls around the world to receive an education. In her speech, she explained that she didn’t want revenge for what had happened to her. All she wanted was peace and equal opportunities for all people. 
	In 2014, at age sixteen, Malala became the youngest person ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize. She wrote a book about her experiences, titled I Am Malala, and today she continues to advocate for girls to go to school. Her work has become so important that the United Nations recently named July 12, Malala’s birthday, “World Malala Day.” This is a day to spread awareness about the educational rights of girls everywhere.“You must not treat others with cruelty… you must fight others but through peace and through dialogue and through education.” 
– Malala Yousafzai
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