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Praveen Kumar Gorakavin loves science! As a young boy growing up in India, he spent most of his time learning about technology and researching new inventions. 
	At thirteen years old, Praveen designed a twenty-thousand-year calendar. He figured it out by using complicated mathematical equations. After that, Praveen doubled his efforts and made a forty-thousand-year calendar. Then he made it available for blind people by using a special system to translate it into braille. The calendar was such an incredible invention, it was put on display in the Singapore Science Center. 
	Two years later, at the age of fifteen Praveen decided to use his knowledge of technology to help others. He began working on a low-cost design for an artificial leg that would help amputees walk better. His artificial leg bends at the knee and ankle, making it much more comfortable and easier to use. Soon Praveen was coming up with so many different inventions that it was hard to keep up! For example, he invented a pen that could write in 256 colors and then later focused on missile technology. He wowed a group of top scientists by proving that wax could be used to help propel rockets. 
	But still, Praveen’s main focus continued to be helping others live longer, healthier lives. In India, millions of people don’t have access to healthy food or clean water. Praveen wanted to change this, so he invented a way for people to preserve food for up to three years. He also developed a water-purifying system so people could drink clean water. 
	Praveen has been honored with over one hundred awards for his inventions. The president of India honored him with Balshree, which is one of the top awards given to children for their creativity. In 2010, he became the youngest person to receive the National Bal Bhawan awards from the Indian government for Outstanding Engineer/Scientist. As an adult, Praveen continues to do scientific research and works for a company offering advice about ways to improve technology. 
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