[image: ]Sabiha Gökçen 
Sabiha Gökçen is the world’s first female fighter pilot. She was born in Bursa, Turkey in 1913 and was orphaned early in life.  She was fortunate to be adopted by Ataturk, the first president of the Turkish Republic in 1925.  He gave her the family name Gökçen which means “belonging or relating to the sky.” 
She had a growing interest in aviation and developed a passion for flying. She completed her education in at Cankaya Elementary School and Uskudar College for Girls in Istanbul. In 1935, she was enrolled in the Turkish Aviation League’s “Turk Kusu” civilian Aviation School. She was the first female aviation student. This was a revolutionary move in an Islamic country. 
 She was sent to Russia with seven other male students for advanced training in gliding.  She then was enrolled at the Military Aviation Academy in Eskisehir for more advanced training. Gökçen flew fighter and bomber planes at the First Aircraft Regiment in Eskisehir. In 1937 she was presented with Turkish Aeronautical Association ‘Murassa’ – Gratification – Medallion at a ceremony attended by the President, the Prime Minister, and the Commander of Turkish Armed Forces. 
Only three years after learning to fly herself, she was named Chief Instructor at the Turkkusu Flight School.  In 1938, she flew around the Balkan countries as an official to great acclaim.  She received high military recognition as she few nearly 2000 miles over the rugged mountains of the Balkans. She flew around 8,000 hours and participated in 32 different military operations. 
In the 1950’s, Gökçen made two trips to the United States and during her visits she promoted Turkish public and Turkish women. 
Sabiha herself was selected as the only female pilot for a poster of “The 20 Greatest Aviators in History” published by the United States Air Force in 1996. She last piloted an aircraft, a Falcon 2000, with Daniel Acton when she was 88 years old. 
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