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When Thandiwe Chama was eight years old, her school in Zambia shut down because there were not enough teachers. There were no other schools nearby that would accept students. Thandiwe was upset by this, so she gathered sixty of her classmates and led them on a walk to find another school. She refused to give up, demanding her right to an education. Eventually, the students were allowed to attend another school, and ever since then, Thandiwe has been fighting for children’s rights. 
	Following this victory, Thandiwe began to fight for the right to learn inside of a covered building instead of outside in the sun. This is very important in Zambia, where temperatures can reach a scorching 105 degrees Fahrenheit. Thandiwe asked the government for money to construct this building. Once the government agreed to make the building, she asked for more money to buy land to add more classrooms. 
	The Zambian government eventually presented Thandiwe with an award and invited her to speak. She used this opportunity to talk about the rights of children in her country. She believes that every single child has a right to an education, no matter how poor they are. 
	Not only is Thandiwe passionate about education: she also helped support the rights of people who have AIDS, a disease that has killed over two million people in Africa. Thandiwe knew that education was the best way to stop the spread of AIDS, which is why she even wrote a book on this topic to help spread information and awareness. 
	Thandiwe’s hard work was recognized in 2007, at the age of sixteen, she won the International Children’s Peace prize. Shortly after, a library was donated to Thandiwe’s elementary school in her honor. Thandiwe’s goal is to make sure everybody knows that when children are educated, they will be better prepared to fight for change-not just in Zambia but around the world. https://www.kidsrights.org/advocacy/winners/thandiwe-chama/   
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